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On September 17, 2004 you wrote Admiral ‘Thomas Collins, Conimandmt of the Coast Guard, 
requesting that the Coast Guard take prompt rcguiato1-y actmn to define the ~nkeria it will use to 
determine whcn a niortgage hancing arrangement constitutes illegal forcigi control in violation 
of section 2 ofthe Shippmg Act of 1 I - j  I 6 .  My office treated your request as ;L petition for 
s-ulernaking 111 accorclance with ’l itlc 3.3. Code of Federal Regulations, Section 1.05-20 and 
fonvarded your letter 10 the hattional Vessel Dctcunienratiori Center on Xutenibcr 2. 3004. To 
date, I have not bceil proiiiieti with a reply tu )‘cmr pctitton. 

If you wish to cor;espo~.id directly with address thc National Vessel Docuiiientation Center 
regarding 1 our petition, thcy may he reached at the following: 

792 1‘ J Jackson Dri.ce 
Falling Waters, WV 25419 
(304) 271-2506 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at the telephone m.miber above or by 
email at Dni chol s@ comdt . mcg.mi 1. 

S imicerel y, 

D. L. NICHOLS 
Commander, U S .  Coast Guard 
Executive Secretary, Marine Safety and 
Security Council 
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